3i8          CORRESPONDENCE OF    [1711-12

CXXXVIL [Copy.1}

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, February 16, 1711-2.

REVEREND SIR,

YOURS of the 8th of January has lain by me some time
for want of something to answer, not that our country is
altogether barren of news, but the accidents here are of so
little consequence to you there, that it can hardly be per-
tinent to write them; what [is] of moment is in the public
newspapers.

I doubt not, but you hear of vile practice of houghing
and destroying cattle, that is spread in several counties:
several thousand sheep and bullocks have been thus de-
stroyed. It began in Connaught, and has spread into
Clare, Fermanagh and several other counties. The pre-
tence is this; lands of late have been raised mightily in
their rates, and the poor people not being able to pay when
demanded are turned out of their farms, and one man
stocks as many as ten, twenty, or perhaps a hundred
inhabited. These poor people are turned to stock-slaying
or starve, for the land will yield a great deal more when
there is found only a shepherd or cowherd to pay out of it,
than it can yield when some inhabitants are first to be fed
out of it This turning the poor people to grazing has
made them desperate, and they everywhere endeavour to
destroy whole stocks of cattle, that they may get land to
plough at the former rate. That is the pretence, and [to]
show that this is no quarrel between Protestants and Papists,
they destroy the Papists' flocks and herds generally first,
but it is much suspected that there is a deeper design hid
under this [practice] and both Whigs and Papists seem to
suggest that the Pretender is at the bottom. We have
published several proclamations to discover and seize
houghers but wholly up to [now] without success.2

1  In King's Correspondence.   See Preface.

2  This outbreak of crime has received considerable notice from
Mr. Lecky (o$. dt^ ii, 351-356), who says that "the movement was
organised with the skill and conducted with the resolution and the
energy of a regular insurrection.7*   Its origin, he thinks, must always to the rectory of Selattyn in
